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Inductees named for the  

2010 Texas Country Music Hall of Fame 
Awards Ceremony 

 

     
Al Dexter – Songwriter, Singer, Guitar Player 

Writer of the 1942 hit song “Pistol Packin Mama.”  
It sold three million singles in 22 months and after 

only seven months 200,000 copies of the sheet 
music were sold.  Bing Crosby and the Andrews 
Sisters had a hit with it in 1943.  Willie Nelson 

recently recorded it on his newest album. 

 
Ray Winkler wrote the country music classic 

“Welcome To My World.”  To date, 135 artists 
have recorded their version of the song including 
Jim Reeves, Eddy Arnold, Nat Stuckey, and Ray 
Price.  In 1972 BMI inducted “Welcome To My 
World” into their Million-Airs Club, denoting a 
million radio plays and it has currently received 
over two million radio plays around the world.  

Ray was present when Jim Reeves was inducted 
into the Texas Country Music Hall of Fame, 

attending the event annually until his unexpected 
death in 1998.  He was excited about the museum 

and the tribute it would pay to an industry he 
dearly loved. 

 

 

 
Jonna Fitzgerald to host 

John Ritter Tribute Showcase 
 

Jonna Fitzgerald is a violinist of national renown 
who thrilled audiences from coast to coast with her 
rendition of the “Orange Blossom Special” prior to 
being named Preliminary Talent Winner and 2nd 
Runner Up to Miss America 1986.  During her 

reign as Miss Texas 1985, Jonna made more 
appearances than any prior titleholder in pageant 

history.  A native of Flint, Texas, she has appeared 
in countless commercials, television programs and 
films such as the 700 Club, ABC News 20/20, and 
Gambler III starring Kenny Rogers.  Jonna was a 
featured entertainer for the 1985 Vice-Presidential 
Inaugural Ball in Washington, D.C. with Johnnie 
High’s Country Music Revue.  Through the years 
she has shared the stage with artists such as Janie 

Fricke, Jerry Clower, Frenchie Burke, Mason 
Dixon, Larry Gatlin, Shoji Tabuchi, Johnny 

Gimble, and Charlie Daniels.   
Auditions for the John Ritter Tribute Showcase are 
scheduled for Saturday, June 26th.  Our judges will 
choose 30 contestants to compete live on Friday, 
August 20th.  Please visit our website for details 

www.carthagetexas.com or call the Panola County 
Chamber of Commerce at 903-693-6634.   

 
 

 
 

The Panola County Chamber of Commerce 
and the Texas Country Music Hall of Fame 

have new pages on Facebook.   
Please become a fan and stay informed! 

Also we want to extend an invitation to our 
members to email us about any special 
event that we can help promote for you.    

cvb@carthagetexas.com 
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Chamber of Commerce Executive Vice President, 
Barbara Moreland, has announced her retirement 

after 13 years of employment.  She and her 
husband Charlie have worked tirelessly over the 
years for the Chamber and the many projects that 

the Chamber took on.  Even though she has retired, 
she intends to be an active volunteer.  A reception 
was held in her honor on May 20th at the Chamber 

of Commerce.   
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Linda Davis returns to teach  

Stage Performance 101 
����

On Friday, June 25th and Saturday, June 26th, 
Grammy award-winning entertainer Linda Davis 

will be at the Texas Country Music Hall of Fame to 
offer her services as a consultant to anyone 

interested in improving their performance skills.  
Her consulting firm, Stage Performance 101 is 
designed to offer guidance to other entertainers.  

Participants benefit greatly from the critiques and 
experience of working one on one with Davis.  

Space is limited and will be on a first come, first 
serve basis.  Please visit our website or call 903-

693-6634 for information on how to sign up! 

 
 

What Does The Chamber Do? 
 

“What does the Chamber do?”  You have probably 
heard that question asked at one time or another 

and you may have wondered about it yourself.  It is 
a legitimate question and many people have no real 

concept of exactly what your Chamber of 
Commerce is, how it works, or what it is for.  

There are, in fact, a lot of misconceptions about the 
Chamber.  For example, there are those who 

believe the Chamber gathers statistics, prints nice 
brochures, visits new businesses, answers inquiries, 
and advertises what a great place the Carthage area 
is in which to live, work, and enjoy life.  They are 

right, up to a point.  We do all those things and 
proudly so.  All of those jobs are important, but 
they aren’t why the Chamber is here.  They are 

fringe benefits of the Chamber, the things we do as 
a matter of routine because they need doing and we 

are good at them.  The primary functions of the 
Chamber go far deeper than those niceties.  The 
Chamber is a catalyst-a common vehicle through 

which business and professional people work 
together for the common good of the city.  A better 
community means better business conditions, and 

we work for a better community for everyone.  
There is, in the final analysis, one reason for the 
Chamber to exist...to do whatever is necessary to 
keep the Carthage area’s economic condition at a 
level where business will risk their resources in 

hope of making a profit, everything else is just the 
frosting on the cake.  In any community, it is from 
the profitable operations of business that all other 
benefits are derived.  Only by succeeding in this 
fundamental goal can we provide the jobs and 

produce the wealth to finance all the governmental, 
civic, educational, cultural, and charitable needs 

that our community is faced with every day.  Who 
is this “we” that does all this?  We are you.  The 
Chamber member and all of your business and 

professional friends who are also Chamber 
members.  You are the Chamber of Commerce.  
You provide the ideas, the drive, the goals, the 

funds, the voluntary services to keep the Chamber 
doing what it does.  You are the Chamber, and 

without you, there wouldn’t be a Chamber, and just 
who would do all those things if the Chamber 

didn’t?  So thank you to our members, 
ambassadors, board members, and 

volunteers...your support keeps us going!   

 



2010 Chamber Board Members 
Christie Chandler  Stuart Lipsey 

    Frances Moore  Rodney Puryear 
  Brett Biggs  Bob Gober 
Susannah Romero Don Clinton 

     Doris Gibbs  Crystal Ogden 
    Lynn Vincent  Becky Eubank 

Robby Tomboli     Patsy Meck 
   Jeretta Thompson Jayne Browning 

 Steve Langford  Jean Thomas 
   Karen Parker  Gene Campbell 
 Sonya Hathorn  Carson Joines 

 Brenda Samford  Charles Thomas 
Todd Greer  Devan Tate 

Dr. Glenn Hambrick Dr. Gregg Powell 
Judge David Anderson     Debbie Pierce 
   Bill Holder  Jerry Hanszen 

 
Chamber Executive Board 

 Chairman  Brett Biggs 
 1st Vice President  Dr. Hambrick 
 2nd Vice President Sonya Hathorn 
 Treasurer  Lynn Vincent 
 Past Chairman  Steve Langford 
 Chamber President Tommie Smith 
 

Chamber Staff 
President - Tommie Ritter Smith 

Admin. Assistant – Courtney Brady 
Receptionist – Rhonda Boykin 

Gift Shop Clerk – Carolyn Moore 
 

Ambassador Team Standings 
1st Place: Dena’s Rebels – 163,600 

2nd Place:  Tami’s Tornado’s – 86,100 
3rd Place:  Adana’s Appleblossoms – 78,350 

4th Place:  Don’s Dazzlers – 71,650 
 
 
 

      
 

Get Your Tickets NOW for the 2010 John Ritter 
Tribute Showcase, scheduled for Friday, August 
20th and the Texas Country Music Hall of Fame 

Awards Ceremony, scheduled for Saturday, August 
21st.  Mel Tillis and the Statesiders will be 

performing at our Awards Ceremony; other special 
guests will be announced.   

You don’t want to miss it!!! 
Call 903-693-6634 to get your tickets TODAY! 
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Thank you for your investment! 

 
 

Cindy’s Place 
Mission Threads & Graphics 

Insurance & Actuarial Consultants 
Holly Bonner Photography 

Copper Falls & Co. 
Verizon Wireless 

A/C Mechanical LLC. 
Kee West Equipment, Inc. 

Christy Sullivan 
Diana Nowell 
Lisa Smith 

Steve Zurline 

�

�
�����������������		
�������
��������������

����������������������������������	�����������

�

��� �
�����

�������

����
������������
�������
�
�



��

�
Calendar of Events 

 
KMHT Gospel Concert (Assurance) June 18 
Where:  Marshall Civic Center, Marshall, TX 
Contact:  KMHT  903-923-8000 
 
Stage Performance 101   June 25-26 
Where:  Texas Country Music Hall of Fame 
  Carthage, TX 
Contact:  Chamber 903-693-6634 
 
TCMHOF Showcase Auditions  June 26 
Where:  Texas Country Music Hall of Fame,  

Carthage, TX 
Contact:  Chamber   903-693-6634 
 
KGAS Gospel Concert  (McKameys) July 17 
Where:  Carthage Jr. High School, Carthage, TX 
Contact:  KGAS  903-693-7176 
 
TCMHOF Showcase   August 20 
What:  Regional Talent Contest 
Where:  Carthage Jr. High Auditorium 
Sponsored by: TCMHOF 
Contact:  Tommie Ritter Smith  903-693-6634 
 
KGAS Tex Ritter Roundup & Colgate Country 
Showdown    August 21 
What:  Annual Country Music Festival 
Where: Texas Country Music Hall of Fame, 

Carthage, TX 
Contact:  KGAS  903-693-7176 
 
Annual Texas Country Music Hall of Fame 
Awards Show    August 21 
What:  Annual Awards Show 
Where: Carthage Jr. High School Auditorium 
Contact:  Tommie Ritter Smith   903-693-6634 
  cvb@carthagetexas.com  
 
St. Williams Catholic Church Cajun Fest  
     October 16 
Where: St. Williams Catholic Church  

(202 W. Loop 436), Carthage, TX 
  3rd Saturday in October 
Contact:  Church Office 903-693-3766 
 
East Texas Oil & Gas Blast  October 23 
Where: Texas Country Music Hall of Fame, 

Carthage  
Contact:  Sandra Sirratt 903-297-4017 
  sirratts@bp.com  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“All That Glitters” Gala Auction            November 20 
What:  Over 200 items on silent & live auction 

Entertainment & great food from local 
restaurants 

Where:  Carthage High School Commons Area 
Contact:  903-693-6634   cvb@carthagetexas.com    
 
Carthage Christmas Parade  December 6 
Where:  Downtown Carthage, TX 
Sponsored by:  Panola County Chamber Of Commerce 
Contact:  903-693-6634   cvb@carthagetexas.com 
 
Beckville Christmas Parade  December 8 
Where:  Beckville, TX 
Contact:  City of Beckville 903-678-3661 
 
Breakfast with Santa  December 11 
Where: Texas Country Music Hall of Fame, 

Carthage, TX 
  Sponsored by: Main Street 
Time:  9am – 11am 
Contact:  Patsy Meck 903-693-3461 
 
Carthage Book Club Home Tour   
    December 12 
Where:  Panola County Chamber of Commerce 
Time:  1:30pm – 4pm 
Contact:  Sally Lipsey 903-693-7125 

 

 


